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punished for an unconscious violation of a king's command. How,
then, can the breach of natural law escape punishment? A thief is
not pardoned. If a crime is committed in ignorance, the punish-
ment may be reduced; that is the only difference. I have become
ill on account of the sins that I have committed. As long as I
commit such sins, consciously or unconsciously, I am an imperfect
man. How should an imperfect man advise others? I am
therefore in a great fix. Moreover, I do not have any other weapon.
Satyagraha is my only weapon. Till now I have placed before
the country the aggressive aspect of Satyagraha. Henceforth I in tend
to present only its peaceful, winsome and profound aspect. If this
can be accepted, our victory is certain. I think I have mastered
the technique of satyagraha. I have a fear that India, in the
present circumstances, cannot wield the aggressive form of satya-
graha. We can do a lot of work before the Belgaum session by a
deliberate adoption of the peaceful path. Go-operators, Non-co-
operators, staunch No-changers, Pro-changers, Swarajists, Liberals,
Gonventionists, Hindus, Muslims, Parsis, Christians, Jews, all can
join together in this work. Satyagraha does not mean mere civil
disobedience.

I have offered many suggestions to Pandit Motilalji; I did so
only yesterday. All people know how close I am to Panditji. I have
opened out my heart in a letter that I wrote to him yesterday;
because if I can persuade him I shall be able to persuade others.
The scholarly Mrs* Besant1 had come to see me yesterday. I ex-
plained the same thing to her also. In view of her hoary age and
mature experience, I placed my views before her like a son plead-
ing before his mother. I am going to explain my views to Shri
Shastriar* with the same humility- I would make them equally
clear to English people. We would stand to gain directly, if all
these people understand the position. I would not discuss it here
in detail You should presume that it includes the spinning-wheel.
In all my plans, the wheel must find a place somewhere or other.
I cannot survive without it, nor can India. I believe the moment
has arrived when even you cannot dispense with it.

You regard me as a Mahatma, not because of my Truth,
nor for my Non-violence, but on account of my deep attachment
for the poorest of the poor. Whatever happens, I can never desert

1 Annie Besant (1847-1933); President of the Theosophical Society;
President, Indian National Congress, 1917
2V. S, Srinivasa Sastri (1869-1946); scholar and statesman; was Presi*
dent of the Servants of India Society